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16     INSTIGATIONS TO  REVOLT
Sir E. Dudley, Tree of the Commonwealth, ed. 1859, p. 51.
The name of the second messenger [of the Devil] is Arro-
gancye.    His nature and propertie is to entice to enable
yourself to such thinges as nothing beseemeth, or to doe such
thinges as you can nothing skill on.    He will shewe you that
you be made of the same moulde and metall that the gentiles
be made of.   Whie then should they sporte and plaie, and you
labour and tyll?    He will tell you also that at your birthes
and at your deathes your riches is indifferent.   Why should
they have soe much of the prosperitie and treasour of this
world, and ye soe little ?   Besides that, he will tell you that ye
be the children and right inheritours to Adam, as well as they.
Whie should they have this great honour, royall castells and
mannors with soe much landes and possessions, and you but
poore tenementes and cotages ?   He will shewe you also whie
that Christ bought as derely you as them, and with one man-
ner of price, which was his precious blood.   Whie then should
you be of soe poore estate, and they of soe hie degree ?   Or
whie should you doe them soe much honour and reverence
with crowching and kneeling, and they take it soe high and
statelieon them ? And percase1 he will informe you howe your
soules and theires (which maketh you all to be men, for els ye
were all but beastes, whereby god created in you one manner
of noblenes without any adversitya), and that your soules be as
precious to god as theires.   Whie then should they have of
you so great authority and poure to commyt to prison, to
ponishe and to judge you?
But you, good commoners, in any wise utterlie refuse this
'messenger; for, though he shewe the truth to you, he meaneth
ful falslie, as afterwardes you shall well knowe; and if you
once savor in these thinges, then cometh your lewde enterprise,
the core of your fraite of tranquillitie, and he will you en-
ccKiradge to play the man, and bid you remember well the
* perckaace.
*  Probably a slip for diversity; the text is obviously corrupt in places, and
eiiikcr aatbof or transcriber has made an ungrammatical sentence here.354
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